) FIRST TERM EXAMINATION 2025-2026
- STANDARD - X

SUBJECT - ENGLISH LITERATURE

TIME: 2 HRS. M.M:80
The paper has four sections.

Section A is compulsory. All questions from Section A must
be answered.

You must attempt one question each from Section B, Cand
D and one other question from any section of your choice.
Attemptall sectionsin properorder.

SECTION-A

Attemptall questions from this section.

Questiﬂ'n 1: (_16)
Choose the correct answer to the questions from the given

options.
(Do not copy the questions, write only the answers. Each

question carries 1 mark.) ‘
1. What justification does Brutus give for Caesar’s

assassination?
a) Caesarwasambitious and would have enslaved Rome

b) Caesarwas plotting to overthrow the Senate
c) Caesarhadbecomeatyrantking
d) Caesarwas conspiring with foreign enemies
2. What does Antony repeatedly call Brutus in his
speech?
a) AtraitortoRome
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b) Anoblefriend
¢} Anhonourable man

d} Amisguided leader

3.  Whydoes the crowd turn against the conspirators?

-a) Antony proves theirliesth rough logicand emotion
b) Brutusadmitsto personal gain from Caesar’s death
c) The conspirators flee the city
d) Caesar’s ghostappearsand condemns them
Why is Cinna the poetKilled by the mob?
) Heis mistaken for Cinna, the conspirator

b) He writesapoem praising Caesar

c) Hetriesto protect Brutus

d) He confessesto being partofthe conspiracy

How does Antony manipulate the will of the people?
~d) Byreading Caesar’s will strategically

b) By offeringthem money

c) By threatening them with military force

d) By promising them positions in government

6. Which figure of speech is used in “O judgment! Thou

artfled to brutish beasts”?

4.

5.

a) Simile b) Metaphor
c} Personification d) Hyperbole

7. What does the poet suggest about the presence of
spiritsinhouses?

a) Theyarevengefuland cause harm
~b) Theyexistpeacefullyamongus

c) Theyare figmentsofaurimagination
d) They only appearat night

2
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g. Which of the following lines contains the same
literary device as in the following line, “All houses

wherein men have lived and died / Are haunted
houses”?

a) Onethousand saw lataglance
b) My mindranathighspeed

¢} Therosesredand white
d) A Bonsaitree

9. Theequipoise is because ofthe struggle between

a) Sensitivity and insensitivity
b) Loveand hate for materialistic world
c) Instincttoenjoyand instinct to aspire

d) Thepresentand future lives

10. In the poem, what does the imagery of “dark, cold
caves” mostlikely represent?

a) Physicalshelters from danger
b) Theisolationand despair feltafteraloss
¢) Hidden treasures of the earth
d) Theunknown mysteries of nature
11. What does Maya Angelou compare the loss of great
people toin “When the Great Trees Fall"?
2} Thesettingsun
5} Theendofajourney
¢} The falling of mighty trees
¢t} Thechangingseasons
12. Select the option that shows the correct relationship
hetween these 2 statements

Statement 1: Great men's loss is felt intensely by all,
significantorinsignificant.
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Statement 2: All are benumbed for a while.
a) listhecausefor?

b) lisan example of 2
c) lisindependentof?

d) 1lisacontradictionof?

13. How does the setting of the story contribute ¢,
Martin’s fear?

a) The elevatoris spacious and well-lit

b) Theelevatoris narrow and claustrophobic
c) The building has many residents

d) The elevator moves quickly between floors

14. The fat lady in “The Elevator” symbolizes:

a) Afriendly neighbour

b) Martin’'s deep-rooted fear and paranoia
€) Martin’s mother

d) AfigmentofMartin's imagination

15. Which ofthe following is NOT true of Martin?
a) Martin always avoided using stairs
b) Healways felt nervousin elevator
c) Martin was skinny and weak
d) Hewasbullied at school
16.

How does Martin’s father react to his fears?
a) Hecomforts Martin and reassures him

b) Hedismisses Martin’s fears as childish
¢) Heinvestigates the elevator himself

d) Headvises Martin to avoid the elevator
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SECTION-B (DRAMA)
(16)

« r
guestion: «
He hath brought manv captives home to Rome,

whose ransoms did the generval eoffers fill-
pid thisin Caesar seem ambitions?
When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept:
Ambition should be made of sterner stuff:
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious:
And Brutusis an honourable man.
You all did see that on the Lupercal
Ithrice presented him a kingly crown,
Which he did thrice refuse: was this ambition?
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious:
1) "He hath brought many captives home to Rome™ Wi
is 'He'”?
Why is Antony talking about him? (3)
ii) Whois Antony addressing his speechto?
What does he plan on accomplishing by doingso? (3)
iii} When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept;
Ambition should be made of sterner stuft:
What do the above lines mean? Does this paint Caesar

3)

inagood light?

iv) "I'thrice presented him akingly crown,”
Which he did thrice refuse was this ambition?
Who presented the 'kingly crown' and towhom?  (3)

v} How does Antony belittle Brutus? Why is he trying to

(4)

daso?
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Question 1-.

Rut T am constam
Mwhose true-fiy
There is no feliow
The skies are Painted
Thev are all fire and e

(15
AT the northern s1af

i And e ahng quah“

i the fivmament

with unnumber d sparks,

o1y one doth shine;

Butthere's but one in all doth hold his place

S - . .
©inthe world: ‘tis furnish d well with men.

a)

b)

c)

What is the ‘northern star™? Give the meaning of: (¢

whose true-fix'd and resting quality/ There i1s no
fellow in the firmament " (3)

Why does Caesar compare himself to the northern
star? Whatis the occasion forsuch a comparison? (3)
State the comparison made by Caesar between the
firmament and the world of men. (3)
Why is Caesar so stubborn in his attitude towards the
conspirators? What purpose does his stubbornness
serve on the dramatic effectiveness? (3)
What horrible event is about to take place in a short
time? Who was the first to strike? Why is Antom
absent from the scene? What could have happened it

Antony were to be present on the scene? (4)

SECTION- C

SHORT STORIES

(Treasure Chest —A Collection of Poems and Short Stories)

(Atleastone question from this section is compulsory)
Question 4: (16}

- Martin knew he was probably making a mistake. but he
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Joes Martin s f@atherdismuiss histearscquickhvy - (3)
vy How does this short conversauon highlight a lack of
emotional support” What are some healthy ways to
deaiwithanxiety or fear when alone? (4)
Question 5: (16)
Marun. a thin twelve-vear-oid, feit nervous in it from the
rst dav he and his father moved into the apartment. Of
urse he was always uncomfortabie in elevators, afraid
1at thev would fall, but this one was especially
unpleasant. Perhaps this was because of the poor lighting

and the dirty walls. Perhaps it was because of the door

¥
.I-

whiich never staved openlong enough. and slammed shut
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withaloud clanging noise.
i1} Describe the apartment building Martin and his fathey
had recently moved into. What features of the elevator
are mentioned in the story, and how does Martin fee)
when using it? (3)
it) How does the description of the elevator and the
Stairway contribute to the suspense in the story?
Besides the darkness, what other elements in the
stairs and building add to Martin's fear? (3)
i) What advice does Martin’s father give him about his

fears? What kind of person does he expect his son to

become, and how does this expectation affect

)

iv) Why is the elevator in the building described ag

unpleasantto use? In what ways does this settin

arole in building the mood ofthe story?
V) What is a cliff-

g play
(3)

hanger, and how does the story use
effectively at the end? Based on the events and

Martin's feelings, what do you think might have

happened after the story ends? Justify your answer

with reasons.

(4)
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